SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 … DAY 13: SCHOOL BOARDS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  MATTHEW 5:16  (NASB)
I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  ACTS 20:35  (NIV)
Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen … to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter —  when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  ISAIAH 58:6-7  (NIV)
FACT:
Studies show that local school boards play a critical role in the success of their district’s schools. They have tremendous authority to make decisions at a local level including:
1. Strategic planning for their community’s academic goals and establishing policies
2. Approving curriculum materials
3. Being accountable to the community to make sure schools are well-run
4. Hiring and evaluating the district superintendent
5. Overseeing the budget, salaries for employees, and approving purchases
The role of school board members is one of the most important and influential in our community.
PRAYER POINTS:
Heavenly Father, we lift up our school districts and boards to You and ask for Your leadership and wisdom to be present with them as they make decisions for our schools: For our local school boards, we pray that Your plans and purposes for each district and school would be reflected in their long-term strategic planning, and we invite Your Spirit to be present in every school board meeting across our state. We pray that godly people in our communities would step forward to run for the school board and take the place of leadership in this critical junction in our nation’s history as we fight for truth at all levels of our society — particularly in education.
Lord, we pray for Your answers to the obstacles that often confront our school boards: the lack of unified vision, little urgency to implement needed reforms, resistance to change, frequent member turnover making it difficult to follow through on long-term strategies, financial shortfalls, community apathy, disunity, and a lack of stable leadership. We pray that You would bring order, peace, and clarity in these situations.
When confronted with issues that clearly violate their conscience and the Word of God, we pray that You would empower school board members to stand up for what is right. We break off the spirit of intimidation and release Your power, love, and sound mind over them (2 Timothy 1:7) to stand up for truth and real justice.
Lord, impart vision to the business community and to the elected representatives of the community as they partner with their districts. We pray that local businesses would be moved to donate and support long-term programs in struggling schools. We pray for abundant funding to be released over schools and for the prospering of students and teachers.
We ask for a new level of generosity and faith as churches and local organizations step up to provide food, clothing, and supplies for students. Give these organizations creative wisdom and strategies as they approach schools and distribute the resources that You are providing.
Raise up Christians to partner with local schools in caring for the needs of every student and their families. Send godly volunteers, mentors, tutors, and coaches to come alongside students, teachers, and their families. We declare that Your Church will shine brightly and glorify God in our schools through unprecedented acts of love, service, and kindness, in Jesus’ name!

