SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 … DAY 14: THE CHURCH
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”       MATTHEW 9:37-38  (ESV)
“And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bondservants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  ACTS 4:29-31  (NASB)
FACT:
Churches can support students both by what they provide for ministry within the church family and by how they invest time and energy into their surrounding local schools. Through traditional Sunday school ministry, summer VBS/sports camps/day camps, youth groups, mission trips, and more, the Church has a golden opportunity to minister to children and teens. The leaders of these ministries desperately need our prayers — and our support!
PRAYER POINTS:
Thank You, Lord, for Your prophetic promise that we are on the verge of the greatest revival and spiritual awakening ever … and that America still has the opportunity to see the glory of God and another Great Awakening as seen in the earlier centuries. As we stand in faith before You for these promises, we obey Your command to pray fervently that You would send workers into our schools and universities where the harvest indeed is plentiful.
Thank You, too, for every Christian educator, para-educator, support staff, and administrator You have placed in our schools. We pray You would stir them up and help them resolve that this coming school year they will get to know You in a deeper way. May they walk more closely with You, be an example of godly character and righteousness, and show Your love and compassion to those around them.
We fervently pray You would awaken the “sleeping giant” of Your Church, and that believers would become actively engaged in children’s and youth ministries, their local schools, and our education system. Help us see this harvest field in our own backyards and find meaningful ways to serve and reach the next generation. Especially during this time of great need, when there is so much uncertainty, fear, isolation, and hopelessness, the Church has a message of hope to impart to our communities and schools. Show us how to do that!
We pray for the young student evangelists in our schools. We ask for You to remove all fear of their peers, and any compromise and intimidation. We pray they would walk in an anointing to preach the gospel with power, and that they would see a flood of undeniable healings and miracles when they pray for others. Show them creative ideas to reach out to their classmates with the message of hope and love in Jesus.
Thank You for the Christian students who will step into leadership roles with their peers during this time. We bless them and ask for a deep spiritual maturity, unshakeable courage, the zeal of the Lord, and that You would not let them be distracted from their high calling in You. Many thousands of young leaders spring up from across our state, students who are wise beyond their years, faithful to the truth, and effective communicators for the gospel. Release the fivefold ministry (Ephesians 4:11) in our schools, we pray: the leaders, the pastors, the teachers, the prophets, and the evangelists!  Amen!

